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Summary

Various federal laws and related regulations provide guidance for the preservation of historic properties, objects, historic areas, and battlefields. While many of these laws and regulations impose specific responsibilities for the preservation and maintenance of historic properties and objects, there are often exceptions to these obligations. These exceptions may be implemented in order to deal with emergency and/or natural disaster situations. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the destruction experienced in the Gulf Region, these preservation laws and their exceptions may provide some guidance for the recovery and reconstruction of hurricane-impacted areas. This report summarizes relevant federal laws and regulations related to historic preservation and the exceptions to these laws and regulations. In addition, FEMA's Environmental, Historic Preservation, and Cultural Resources Program is outlined.
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Summary

Various federallaws and related regulations povide guidance for the preservation
of bistoric propertes,objects,historic ars, and btefilds. While many of these laws
‘and regulations impose Specific responsibiltes for the preservation and mintenance
of istoric propertis and objects,there s aften exceptions o these obligations. These
exceptions may be implemented i order o deal with emergency and/or naural disaster
situations. In the aftermath of Hurrcanes Katrina and Rita and the destruction
experienced in the Gull Region. these preservation laws and the exceptions may
provide some guidance for the recovery and reconstruction o hurricane-impacted ars.
“This report summarizes relevant federal laws and regulations related to historic
preservation and the exceptions 1o these laws and regulations. In addition, FEMA's
Environmental, Historic Preservation, and Cultural Resources Programis outlined.

Federal Historic Preservation Laws and Regulations That May be
Relevant to Hurricane Recovery and Reconstruction’

Federal Dam Construction.* Federallaw requires he preservation of “historcal
and archeological data (ncluding rlics and specimens)” that might be los or destroged
through flooding. relocation of roads, terrsin alerations, and other constructon-elated
activites. The law requires that when such data or objects are threatened by federal
construction projects, there s to be undertaken the survey, recovery, presevation, and

This report does no consider stat or locallaws, ondinanees, o egalations that may affct
Historic propertes and objects 4nd that may be relevant i the huricane recovery and
reconsruction effons.
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