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Summary

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor's announcement that she will retire from the Supreme Court of the United States effective upon the confirmation of her successor has raised questions regarding the conditions under which her vote may or may not be counted in certain cases. This report provides an overview of quorum requirements, rehearing procedures and vote count practices in the Supreme Court, with a focus on their application in relation to Justice O'Connor's pending retirement.















EPUB/nav.xhtml

The Retirement of Justice O'Connor: Quorum Requirements, Rehearings and Vote Counts in the Supreme Court (RS22300, 10/18/05)

		





  
    		
      Cover
    


  





EPUB/media/media/20051018_RS22300_972be6a19c01e357d80055860554696a546f9e31.png
Order Code RS22300
October 18, 2005

CRS Report for Congress

Received through the CRS Web

The Retirement of Justice O’Connor: Quorum
Requirements, Rehearings and Vote Counts
the Supreme Court

name redacted
Legislative Atiorney
American Law Division

Summary

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor’s announcement that she vl retee from the.
Supreme Courtofthe United States effectve upon the confirmation of her successorhas
rised questions regarding the conditions under which her vote may or may not be
counted in certin cases. This report provides an overview of guorum requiremests,
rehearing procedures and vote count practices in the Supreme Court, with 4 focus on
thir applicaton in or's pending retiremen.

elation to Jusice O'Ct

Introduction

OnJuly 1,2005. Justce Sandra Day O’ Connor announced er decision o eir fro
Her postion s an Associate Justce o the Supreme Coust of the Usited Sates, “efective
upon the nomination snd confirmation” of her successor. Given the possibilty that
Justice O'Connor'ssuccessor may be confirmed prior o the end of the current term of the
Supreme Court questions have aisen egading the conditions under which her vote may
or may not be counted in certin cases. This report will povide an overviewsof Supr
Court quorum sequiremens,tehearing procedures and vote count practices generaly, with
 focus on traditional Court practice i responise to a change in the composition of the
Courtduring a term.

Sandes Day O'Connor, leer to President George W. Bush, July 1. 2005, svsilabe at
B supremecoueus ov/publicinfolprsslp 07-01 05 ). Prsident George W.Bush
orignally nominated John G, Roberts otake Justice O Connor's saton the bench, Subsequent
1o1he deth o Chict Justice Wil H. Rehnquist this nomination was widdrawn and Roberts
was re-nominated o the Chic Justice positon. See CRS Report RLS2621, The Chicf Jusiceof
the United Stats: Responsibilies of the Ofice and Processfor Appoinmens, by Denis Steven
Rutus.
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