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Summary

Congressional policymakers are seeking a way to accelerate the nation's transition to digital television (DTV) and to expedite the transfer of certain radio frequency channels from the broadcast industry to public safety and commercial users no later than 2009. The Congressional Budget Office has informally estimated a value of $12.5 billion from auction proceeds for these commercial channels; many believe the amount could be higher. Broadcasters are holding this valuable spectrum (channels 52-69) but would be required to relinquish it after the transition to DTV is achieved. Without a hard deadline, the transition to digital television has been delayed and the spectrum has not been made available for other uses. Congress anticipates applying some of the proceeds received from auctions of the spectrum to be cleared to help meet deficit-reduction goals passed in H.Con.Res. 95. Consequently, some legislation deemed necessary to assure a timely transition to digital television was included in the FY2006 budget reconciliation process, (P.L. 109-171). It includes key provisions essential to the release of spectrum and provides over $7 billion toward deficit reduction.

The transition to digital television has two major policy components. One set of policy decisions is concerned with how best to move television broadcasters and their viewers to digital technology. Other key policy issues deal with spectrum management and allocation. Briefly discussed below are key points about the DTV transition and its inclusion in the budget reconciliation process. This report will not be updated.















EPUB/media/media/20060216_RS22306_0ed96bd3ade89101e9dd3122e12548e3967d7d85.png
Order Code RS22306
Updated February 16, 2006

CRS Report for Congress

Received through the CRS Web

Spectrum Auctions and Deficit Reduction:
FY2006 Budget Reconciliation

name redacted
Analyst in Telecommunications and Technology Policy
Resources, Science, and Industry Division

Summary

Congressionsl policymakers are seeking a way to aceelerat the nation’s transition
o digital television (DTV) and 10 expedite the transfer of certain radio frequency
hannels from the broadeast ndusty o publi safety and commercial sers o Lter than
2009, The Congressional Budget Office has informally estimated o value of $12.5
bilionfrom auction proceeds for these commercialchannels: many believe the amount
ould b higher. Broadcastersare holding this valusble spectrun (channels 52-69) but
‘would be required to elinquish it afer the trnsition to DTV is achieved. Without a
hard deadline. the transition o digital television has been delayed and the spectrum has
ot been made available for other uses. Congress antcipates spplying some of the
proceeds received from auctions of the spectrum 1o be clared to help meet deficit
reduction gouls passed in H.Con Res. 95. Consequently. some legislaion deemed
necessary o assure  imely transition o digital elevision was included n the FY 2006
budgetreconcilition process, (PL.109-171). Itincludes key provisions essental 0 the
el of spectrum and provides over S7 billion toward deficit reduction.

“The transition o digital teevision s two

jor policy components. One set of
policy decisions is concerned ith how bes to move televison broadecastrs and their
viewers to digialtechnology. Other key policy issues deal withspectrum management
and allocation. Biefly discussed below are key points about the DTV transition and ts
inclusion in the budget reconcilation process. This rportwill ot be updated.

Budget Reconciliation

Notall the issues that Congress would like 10 resolve regarding the trunsition o
digitaltelevision were considered s patofthe budget econciliaton process: hese could
be treated in other bill. Provisions in P.L. 109-171, Tide Il that concern DTV,
spectoum auctions. and funds include:

Congressional Research Service & The Library of Congress





EPUB/nav.xhtml

Spectrum Auctions and Deficit Reduction: FY2006 Budget Reconciliation

		Spectrum Auctions and Deficit Reduction: FY2006 Budget Reconciliation





  
    		
      Cover
    


  





