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Summary

Since October 2001, improvised explosive devices (IEDs, roadside bombs, and suicide car bombs) have been responsible for many of the combat deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan.(1) Vehicle-borne IEDs and car bombs are now used to strike police stations, markets, and mosques, killing local citizens as well as U.S. troops. U.S. forces counter the devices through utilizing intelligence sources, and by disrupting portions of the radio spectrum that insurgents use to trigger IEDs. Insurgents quickly adapt to countermeasures, and new, more sophisticated IEDs are increasingly being used in both Iraq and Afghanistan. Recent trends show a decrease in the number of IED attacks in Iraq since June 2007, but an increase in the number of effective IED attacks in Afghanistan. Department of Defense (DOD) officials have also charged that Iran may be supplying new IED technology to insurgents in Iraq. There is growing concern that IEDs might eventually be used by other insurgents in Pakistan, and in other areas worldwide.(2) This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

Since October 2001, improvised explosive devies (IEDs, roadside bormbs. and
suicde car bombs) have been responsible for many of the combat deahs n Iraq and
Afghanisan." Vehicle-borne IEDs and car bombs e now used 0 sike police stions,
‘markets, and mosques,Killing loalcitizens as well s U.S. toops. U.S. forces counter
thedevices hroughuilizng ntelligence sources. nd by disrupting porionsofthe radio
spectrum that insurgents wse 10 trigger [EDs.  Insurgents quickly adapt 10
countermeasures. and new, more sophisticated IEDS are incrcasingly being used in both
rag and Afghanistan. Recent tends show a decrease inthe number o IED atacks in
rag since June 2007, but an increase i the number of effective IED atacks in
Afghanistn. Department of Defense (DOD) officials have also charged tht ran may
be supplying new IED technology o insurgents n raq. There i prowing concem that
IEDs might eventully be used by other insurgents n Pakistan, and n other areas
worldvwide.® This report will be updated as events warra.

Background

mprovised explosive devies also known a IEDs, oadside bombs,and sucidecar
bombs, have caused ove 70% of all American combat casualis in g and S0% of
combat casuals in Afghanistan, bot killed and wounded." Some obsevers speculte

" DOD Personnel and Miltary Casualty Statisics, Defense Manpove Data Center, Casualty
Summary by Reason, October 7. 2001 through August 18, 2007; avalable a1
Bpisiadapp.dimde.osd milpersonncliCASUALTVigwot_season p.

“The suicide atacks on American hoel n Jordan in Novermber 2005 represent th fist know
case where Iragi have condueted suicide bombings sgainst the U.S. outside of Irag Brent
Sudler, Jordan Confrms Al Qaeda Behind Hotel Blass, CNN. Noveaiber 12,2005

? DOD Personnel and Military Casualy Sttstie, Defense Manpower Data Center, Casualy
continucd..)
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Progarod or Members and Commilees of Congress.
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