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Summary

On November 1, 2005, President George W. Bush issued an executive order directing the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish a new position that would coordinate federal Gulf Coast recovery and rebuilding efforts.(1) The executive order specifies that this official "shall be selected by the President and shall be appointed by and report directly to the Secretary." Subsequently, the President selected then-Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Board of Directors Chair Donald Powell for the new position, and Secretary Michael Chertoff formally appointed him. This method of establishing and making an appointment to a departmental position is unusual, and it may conflict with the constitutional role of Congress in the appointment and oversight processes. This report will not be updated.
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Summary

On Noveber 1, 2005, President George W. Bush issued an executive order
dinecting the Secretary of Homelund Security 1o establish a new position that would
‘coontinate federal Gulf Coast recovery and rebuilding efforts! The executive order
specifies tha hi offcial “shall be selected by the President and shall be appointed by
‘and report disectly o the Secretary.” Subsequently, the President selected then-Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation Board of Directors Chair Donald Powell for the new
position. and Secretary Michael Chertoff formally sppointed him. This method of
establshing and making an sppoiniment o a departmental position s unusual, snd it
‘may conflict with the consttutional role of Congress in the sppointment and oversight
processes. This eport will ot be updted.

T the aftermath of Hurricanes Katvina and Rits, dssatisfaction with the response of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) a the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) was widespread among lected offcials. The magnitude and scope of the
disasters led some to callfor  centralized authority o coordinat federal. stte.and local
activity in the aftermath of the hurrcanes.  Some Members of Congress urged the
President 10 designate a Cabinet-level, or other prominent, official 0 head federal eliel
of a federal authority that

Severalblls have

iy, & centralized
sple. some legislaive

operations. Inaddiion some Menbeesproposed the creai
Would oversee the recovery and rebuldingof the Gulf Coast Reg:
been introduced that would establsh. o asign 10 an existng
authority o overse the recovery and ebuilding phascs. For ex

US. President (G.W. Bush), “Estabishment of a Coondinator of Federsl Suppor fo the
Recovery and Rebuikling of the Galf CoastRegion.” E0. 13300, Federal Register. vol 10, Nov
42005, p. 67327-67328. The oder i ssued under the authoriy o “the Constitution and the
las of the United Sates of Ameria,including the Homeland Sceurit Actof 2002 and he
Robert T. Stffond Disaster Relict snd Emergeney Assistance Act.

Eric Lipton and Scott Shane, Storm and Criss: The Enmergency Agency.” New York Tines,
Sept. 3. 2005, p. A7 Juli Masan, “Bush Vows to Aud Flow o Benefis 1o Victims: President
Al Designacs Sept 16 asa Day of Prayer.” Houston Chronicl, Sept. 0, 2005, p. A24.
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