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Summary

This report discusses Azerbaijan's democratization progress as evidenced by its November 6, 2005, legislative election. It describes the campaign and results and examines implications of this election for Azerbaijani and U.S. interests. This report will not be updated. Related reports include CRS Issue Brief IB95024, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, by [author name scrubbed].
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Summary

“This report discusses Acerbaijan’s democraization progress as evidenced by its

November 6, 2005, legisative clectio. I deseribes the campaign and results and

examines implications of this election for Azesbaijaniand U.S. interests. This report

will ot be updated.  Relaed reports include CRS lssue Brief B95034, Armenic.
rbaijan, and Georgia, by (name redacted).

Background

Since becoming independentin 1991, Azerbaijan has made limited progress toward
democratzation, according o many international observers.’ These observers have
viewed Azerbaijan's previous legislative clection in 2000 and presidential clecion in
2003 as not free and fair,und have eritcized human rights sbuses that were commitied
afer the later race when the government forcibly broke up der s and arested
‘many opposition party leaders. These observers — ncluding international organizations
such as the Council of Europe (COE) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE). and countres such as the United Staes — have cautioned the
Acerbaijani ot thatthe onductofthe Novernber 2005 legisltive election would
be taken into account i future relations.”

Under consitutional an

member Milli Mejlis (lgislature) would be elected by single member disticts for five-
ms. Corresponding changes o the election law ere upproved by the Azerbaijo

fegislature in June 2005, some i ine with proposal from the Venice Cor

COE. These included makineg it asie for peaple to become candidate.
deputies rejected some of the most significant proposals, including a n

ents spproved in 2002, future deputies of a 125-

US. State Deptment. Country Reports on Hunan Righis Practices for 2004 Feb, 28,2005
Feedom House. Freedom inthe World 2005, July 30,2005, pp. 52.56.

For background, sce CRS Report RS21661, Acerbaijan’s 2003 Presidntil Elcson and
Succession: Inplications for .S, Iterets, by (name redacted.
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