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Summary

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is the main federal program concerning the education of children with disabilities. It authorizes state and local aid for special education and related services for children with disabilities and contains detailed due process protections for children with disabilities and their parents. On December 3, 2004, President Bush signed "The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Improvement Act" (P.L. 108-446), a major reauthorization and revision of IDEA. One issue which was not addressed in the reauthorization was whether the parents or the school bears the burden of proof in special education due process hearings. On November 14, 2005, the Supreme Court resolved a split in the circuits and held that the burden of proof in an administrative hearing challenging a child's individualized education program is on the party seeking the relief.
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Summary

“The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is the main federal
program concerning the education of hildren with disabiltes. It authorizes sate and
Tocal id for special education and related services for children with disabilities and
contains detsled due process protections forchidren with disablities and thei pares.
On December 3, 2004, President Bush signed “The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act Iprovement Act” (P.L. 108-446), a major reauthorization and revision
of IDEA. One issue which was not addressed in the reauthorization was whether the
parents or the school bears the burden of proof in special education due process
hearings. On Noverber 14,00, the Supreme Courtresolved a splitn the circuis and
held that the burden of proof in an adrinistraive hearing challenging & child's
individulized education program is on the party seeki

Statutory Provisions

“The Individuals with Disabiliies Education Act' s both  grants staute and a ivil
ights statute. It provides federal funding forthe education of children with disabiliies
and requires, as & condition for the receipt of such funds. the provision of 4 free
appropriate public education (FAPE). One of the major ways FAPE s ensured is by the
ereation and implementation of an individualized education program (IEP). The IEP is
the blucprint for the education and related services that the local cducational agency
(LEA) provides fora child with s disability ogether with the goals, academic sssessment

20U.S.C. $1400 et eq. Fors more detsiled discussion of IDEA sce CRS Report RL32716,The
Indvidualsvwith Disabilies Education At (IDEA): Aalysis of Changes Made by P.L. 10544,
by (ame redacted)and (e redacted).
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