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Summary

Although Jamaica has a stable parliamentary democracy and is a middle-income developing country, the government of Prime Minister P.J. Patterson faces several significant challenges. These include a violent crime wave fueled by gangs and drug trafficking; high external debt, estimated at 135% of gross domestic product, that could constrain the government's social expenditures; and an adult HIV/AIDS infection rate of over 1%. U.S. relations with Jamaica are close and characterized by significant economic linkages and cooperation on such bilateral issues as anti-drug trafficking measures, hurricane reconstruction support, and efforts to combat the AIDS epidemic. Overall U.S. foreign aid to Jamaica amounted to about $41 million in FY2005 (with $18 million for hurricane assistance) and an estimated $19 million in overall aid for FY2006. This report will not be updated. For further information, see CRS Report RL32160, Caribbean Region: Issues in U.S. Relations, and CRS Report RL32001, AIDS in the Caribbean and Central America, both by [author name scrubbed].
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Summary

Although Jammaica bas u stable pariamentry democracy and is a middle-income
developing county. the government of Prme Minister P.J. Patterson fuces severdl
significant challenges. These include o violent erime wave fucled by gangs and drug
raffcking: high external ebi, esimated at 1356 of gross domestic product. that could
constain the government’s social expendiures: and an adult HIVIAIDS infection rate
of over 1. U.S. relations with Jamaica are close and charactrized by significant
economic linkages and cooperation on such bilateal ssues as anti-drug traffick
measues, huricane reconstruction suppor, and efforts o cobat the AIDS epidemic
OverallUSS. foreignaid to Jamaica amounted 10 about 41 million n FY2005 (with S15
millon for buricane ussstance) and an estimated $19 millon i overal id for FY 2006,
“This report wil not be updated. For further informyation, sce CRS Report RL32160,
Caribbean Region: Issues in US. Relations, and CRS Report RL32001, AIDS in the
‘Caribbean and Central America, both by (name redacted).

Political and Economic Situation

An English-spesking Caribbean nation with a population of sbout 2.7 million,
Jamsica has a stable pariamentary poliical system stemsming from is history of Betish
‘colonial rule. Two political partes — the People’s National Party (PNP) and the Jamaica
Labor Party (JLP)— bave dominated the politicalsystem since before the county's 1962

In the 19705 and 19505, the two parties had distnet ideological
differences, with the PNP under Michael Manley (1972-1980) espousing democratic
socialism and increasing state ownership o the economy. and the JLP under Edward
Seaga (1980-1989) adopting a policy ofcconomie liberalization and privatization. When
Michael Manley returned o power in 1989, however, his PNP government did not oll
back the JLP's pro-business policies, butinstead adoped a similar approach. Since that
time, there have been few ideological differences bettieen the 1o partis.

Prime Minister Percival J. “P." Patierson of the PNP has led the
‘governmen since 1992 when Michael Masnley resigned for healh reasons. Since then,
Patterson’s PNP has won three elections, he st in October 2002, and new elections e
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