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Summary

The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA, P.L. 109-171) extended funding for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant through Fiscal Year (FY) 2010. It also made some changes in TANF work requirements and enacted new funding for healthy marriage promotion and responsible fatherhood initiatives. Though DRA "reauthorized" TANF and ended a four-year debate on proposed policy changes to the block grant, President Bush's FY2007 budget revives certain proposals from its earlier TANF reauthorization proposals. The FY2007 budget proposal would add additional funding for the healthy marriage promotion initiative, revise some of the rules for the TANF contingency fund (extra funding in times of recession), and extend supplemental grants through FY2010 (rather than FY2008, as provided for in the DRA). This report will be updated.
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erant provides grants 1o states o fund a wide array of benefis and
service. primarly o low-income families with childrn. 1t s best known for funding
cash elfare benefits o ncedy families with childeen, but it also is used by states o fund
 wide range of other benefits and services that provide economic help to low-income
families with children, such s child care and transportation aid. as well 2 actvites o
supporl TANF goals of reducing out-of-wedlock pregnancies and promaing two-pare
families.

‘The DRA of 2005 “reauthorized” TANF. extending program funding theo
FY2010, changing work requirements for families receiving cash welfae, and
establishing funding for healthy marrisge promotion and responsible fuherhood

datives.| The DRA welfare provisions were scaled buck from lrger welfare

For a discusson of DRA provisions afccting TANE. sce CRS Report RS22369, TANF. Clild
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