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Summary

In recent years, many academic institutions have enacted rules that protect homosexuals from discrimination on campus. As a result, colleges, universities, and even high schools have sought to bar military recruiters from their campuses and/or to eliminate Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs on campus because of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," the DOD policy excluding known or admitted homosexuals from military service. At the same time, federal legislation has been enacted to prevent the government from funding higher educational institutions that block military recruiters from campus. On March 6, 2006, the Supreme Court reversed a federal appeals court ruling in Rumsfeld v. Forum for Academic and Institutional Rights (FAIR). In so doing, eight Justices upheld the constitutionality of the Solomon Amendment, which forbids most forms of federal aid to higher educational institutions that deny military recruiters access to students equal to that provided other employers.
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Summary

In recent years, many academic insitutions have enacted rules that protect
homosenusls from discrimination on campus. As @ tesul, colleges, universitis. and
exen high schols have sought o bar militury recruters from their campuses andior (o
eliminate Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs on campus because of
on't Ask, Don't Tel.” the DOD policy excluding known or admitied borsosexuals
from milltary service. At the same ime, federal legislaion has been enscted o prevent
the government from funding higher educational insitutions that block military
fecruiters from campus. On March 6, 2006, the Supreme Court reversed a federal
appealscourrling in Rumsfeld. Forum for Academic and Institutiona Righis (FAIR)
In'so doing, cight Jusices upheld the constitutionaliy of the Solomon Amendment,
which forbids most forms of federal sid to. higher educational in
‘miltay recruiters access o students equal t that provided other

‘The Solomon Amendment

Under the Solomon Amendimen, a3 amended,specifed federal funds may notbe
providd to an“fnsttuton o higher education” o “subelement” ofsuch an insution
ifthe institutionor subelerment “has apolicy or pracice” that“cither probibit, o nflect
prevents” iy recruiters from ganing access to cmpuses of students “in & manner
st i at least equal in quality and sope (0 the access o campuses and o students that
isprovided any thercmployer.™ The Solomon Amendment aplic ol istwions
of higher cducation except ones with “a longstanding policy of pacifism based on
istorica relgious affiliation” The act govern all funds made availabie through the
DD, the Depasment of Homeland Security. the Department of Healh and Human
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