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Summary

Several bills introduced in the 109th Congress would make the unauthorized presence of aliens in the U.S. a criminal offense, including H.R. 4437, the Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immigration Control Act of 2005, introduced by Representative James Sensenbrenner on December 6, 2005 and passed by the House as amended on December 16, 2005, and S. 2454, the Securing America's Borders Act, introduced by Senator Bill Frist on March 16, 2006. The version of Chairman Arlen Specter's mark reported out of the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 27, 2006, (S.Amdt. 3192) does not contain a provision criminalizing unlawful presence, though the bill had initially contained such a provision. Neither version of the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006 introduced in the Senate on April 24, 2006, as S. 2611 and S. 2612, which are commonly referred to as the Hagel/Martinez compromise, criminalize unlawful presence. Although unlawful entry into the United States is both a criminal offense and a ground for removal, unlawful presence is only a ground for deportation and is not subject to criminal penalty, except when an alien is present in the United States after having been removed. This report briefly discusses some of the issues raised by criminalizing unlawful presence.















EPUB/nav.xhtml

Criminalizing Unlawful Presence: Selected Issues (RS22413, 05/03/06)

		





  
    		
      Cover
    


  





EPUB/media/media/20060503_RS22413_a1b3371def94343d739050589315b7a0efacd14e.png
Order Code RS22413
Updated May 3, 2006

CRS Report for Congress

Received through the CRS Web

Criminalizing Unlawful Presence:

Selected Issues
name redacted
Legislative Atiorney

American Law Division

Summary

Several bils introduced in the 109° Cor
presence of aliens in the U.S. 4 criminal offense, including HLR. 4437. the Border
Protection, Antiterorism, and Ilegal Immigration Control Act of 2005, introduced by
Representative James Sensenbrenner on December 6, 2005 and passed by the House as
amended on December 16, 2005. and S. 2454, the Securing America’s Borders Act,
introduced by Senator Bill Frst on March 16. 2006. The version of Chairman Arlen
Specter's mark reported out of the Senate Judiciary Commitice on Match 27, 2006,
(S.Amdt. 3192) does not contain provision criminalzing unlawful presence. though
the bill b initially contined such a provision. Neithe version of the Comprehensive

igration Reform Act of 2006 intzoducedin the Senate on April 24,2006, 55 5. 261
and S. 2612, which are commonly referred (0 us the Hagel/Martinez comprormise.
eriminalize unlawful presence. Alhough unlawful enty into the Ued States is both
a criminal offense and a ground for removal, unluwful presence is only a ground for
deportation andis not subject 0 riminal penalty. except when an alien s present n the
United Sttes afer having been removed. This report briefly discusses some of the

Jawl presence.

55 would make the unauthorized

isues raised by criminalizing
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