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Summary

On August 18, 2003, the Fish and Wildlife Service released a proposed policy that provides guidance on the issuance of enhancement-of-survival permits authorized by the Endangered Species Act.(1) The aim of this policy is to broaden consideration of issuing permits for the harvesting and import of foreign endangered species, as an incentive to encourage conservation of the endangered species in the wild. This policy has generated controversy. Some contend that the take of endangered species in foreign countries cannot be controlled and may lead to the reduction of many endangered species. Further, some contend that the proposed policy is vague in describing how funds generated from the harvesting of endangered species will be transferred to conservation programs. The Fish and Wildlife Service and some supporters of the policy contend that limited harvesting of endangered species will create an overall benefit to the species by funding conservation programs to help the species. Currently, the proposed policy is still being considered and no final policy has been issued. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

On August 15,2003, the Fish and Wikl Serice rleasdaproposed policy that
provides uidance onthe suance of enhancement-of-survival permits aborized by the
Endangered Species Act The simof this policy is t brosden consideraton o s
permits fo the harvestingand isport of foreg endangered spcics a an incentive o
encourage conservation of the cndangeredpeci inthe wikd. This policyhas gencrated
controversy. Some contend that the take of endangered specics in forcizn counties
canot be controlled and may lead to the reduction of many endangeed specis.
Further, some contend that the proposed policy is vague in describing how funds
nerated fom the harvesting of endangerd species il be transferred o conservaton
ograms. The Fish and Wildife Service ind some supportersof the olicy conend that
e brvestng of cndangered species will reatean overall benelt o the specics by
funding conservation programs o hlp the specis. Curtenly. the proposed policy s
tll being considerd and no fnalpolicy ha heen ssued. This eport ill b updated

“Thisreport summasizes and analyzes a proposed policy for enbancement-of-survival
permitsfor foreign species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA: P.L. 93-205:
16 U.S.C. §§1531-1544). The proposed policy s sil being considered and no final
policy has been issued. This differs from 4 proposed regulation (0 revise permit
spplications for taking endangered species from domestic and foreign aras.* Some have
ermoneously refered 1o these policies a5 one policy
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