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Summary

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Congress has appropriated $331 billion for military operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere. Of that amount, $301 billion, or 91%, has been provided either in supplemental appropriations bills or as additional "emergency" funding in separate titles of annual defense appropriations acts.

A recurring issue in Congress has been whether funding for ongoing military operations -- such as those in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere -- should be provided in supplemental appropriations bills and in additional "emergency" accounts, or should instead be considered as part of regular annual defense budget requests.

This report briefly reviews the main precedents, including funding for the Korean conflict, the Vietnam conflict, the Persian Gulf War of 1990-1991, and various smaller military contingency operations in the 1990s. It will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

Since the terorist attacks of September 11,2001, Congress has appropriated $331
bilion for military operations in Afghanistan, g, nd elsewhere. Of thatamoust, 301
bilion, or 91%, has been provided either i supplemental appropriations bills or as
‘additiona] “emergency” funding n separate tiles of anual dfense approprations cts.

A recurring issue in Congress has been whether fundi
operations — such as those n Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere — should be provided
insupplemental ppropriations bills and n additiona " accounts, o should
instead be considered as part of regular e budget requests.

fo ongoing military

“This eport briefly reviews the main precedents,including funding for the Korean
conflict. the Vietnan conflc, the Persian Gulf Warof 1990-1991 and various smaller
‘militay contingency operations i the 1990s. 10 will be updated s events wartant.

Since the temorit attacks of Sepiember 11, 2001, Congress has appropriaed.
according to CRS caleulations, $331 billon o the Deparment of Defense (DOD) for
‘military operations in Afzhanistan,Irag, nd lsewhere. Congress is now considering an
additional 866 billion for such operations in & pending FY2006 supplemental
appropriations bill (1R, 4939).

Of the $31 billon provided o date, $301 billon, o 91, has been provided ciher
i supplemental uppropriations bill or 4 additonal “emergency’” funding in separate
il of annual defense sppropriations acts. In all, Congress has approved 9 bills

emergency funding for miltary operations since 9/11. The remaining 30

See CRS Report RL33110, The Cost of Irag. Afghanistan, and Other Global War on Terror
OperarionsSince 911, by (ame redacied). Table 3.
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