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Summary

The Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 2004 (H.R. 218) was signed into law on July 22, 2004 (P.L. 108-277). The act amends the federal criminal code in order to authorize a qualified law enforcement officer, carrying photographic governmental agency identification, to carry a concealed firearm, notwithstanding any state or local law. This report summarizes the act's provisions dealing with the carrying of concealed weapons by qualified law enforcement officers.
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Summary

“The Law Enforcement Offcers Safety Actof 2004 (H.R. 215) was signed nto
July 22, 2004 (P.L. 108-277). The uct mends the federal criminal code in order 0
auhorize 4 qulified law enforcement officer, carrying photographic governmental
agency identifcation. to carry a conceled firearm, notwithsanding any state or local
law. This eport summarizes the et povisions dealing with thecarrying of conceled
weapons by qualified l enforcemen officers

“The Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 2004 (HLR. 218) exempis qualiied
current and former law enforcemen officers employed by local, sat, or federal Lo
enforcement agencies from state luws prohibiting the carrying of concealed frearmys.
“The act does not supersede federal aw that governs the carrying of iearms ontogirraft,
federal buildings, federal property. and national parks, nor does i limit the Lws of any
states that permil private persons or entties to prohibit or restrict the possession of
concealed frearms on ther property, nor docs it supersede state laws tht probibit or

restrictthe possession offrearms on any state orlocl government property. instalation,
building,base,or park. The House passed HLR. 218 on June 23, 2004. The Senate passed
it without amendment by unanimous consent on July 7, 2004, President Bush signed the
bill o law, PL 108-277. on July 22, 2004,

Prior o this act, staes contrlled within ther borders who may carry concesled
weapons and when la enforcement offcers may carry frearms. Before this legislaion
was encted. a state decided whether o allow out-of-tae officers o carry 4 concealed
Weapon within ts borders. Priosfederal aw allowed actve, but ot etsed, federal
enforcement fficrs o cary concealed weapon anyhere within he urisdiction of the
United States. However, prior law did not allow actve o retired St or local Law
enforcement fficers o cary concealed weapon unless permitid under stae . 1LR.
218 overrides contrary staté s and permits etired and active officers (whether sate,
local, or federal) 1o carry 4 concealed weapon anywhere within the Usited States.
According to the House report, this act is designed to protect officers ad their fumilies
fromcriminals they have arrested and o llow qualified o ficers, whether on-duty oroff-

T report was prepared under the general supervsion of Marie Morss, Legisltive Attomey.
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