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Summary

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provides federal funding for the education of children with disabilities and requires, as a condition for the receipt of such funds, the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE). It also contains detailed due process procedures, including a provision for attorneys' fees. The Supreme Court has examined various issues under IDEA,(1) and in Arlington Central School District v. Murphy held, in a decision authored by Justice Alito, that parents who prevail in a suit against a school district may not recover expert witness fees.
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Summary

“The Individuals with Disabilites Education Act (IDEA) provides federal 1
forthe education ofchildren withdisabilities and requires. s a conditon for the receipt
of such funds. the provision of 4 free sppropriate publi education (FAPE). I also
contains detsled due process procedures,including a provision foratomeys' fees. The
Supreme Court has examined various issues under IDEA.' and in Arlington Central

School District v. Murphy held.inadecision authored by Justice Alit, thatparents who
prevail in o suit against a school distret may not recover expert witness fecs.

Background
“Th Indiiduals wth isailies Education Act (DEAY i both grans st nd
a civil ights stut. It provides fedeal funding for the cducaion o chldren with
isabiliiesand requies, s 3 condiion fo he reciptof such funds, e provision of
fre pproprst public education (FAPE). The aute ls conisns detuled due prosess
Provisin to-ehsue the proviion of FAPE. Originaly snacted n 1975, the Act
Tesponded o ncrased awirenes of the nee o educate childen wih disbiliie, and
Lo pudicial decisions requiing ht stes provide an education fo hildeen with
il fhey rovided an education for chlden without disabiliies. Theattomeys

For an examination of these decisions, see CRS Report RLI3444, The Individuls wih

Disabilies Eduearion At (IDEA): upreme Court Decisions, by (name redacted)

C.§1400 et seq

" For a mre detiled discusion o the congressionl nten behind the enactmen of PLL 04

142.scc CRS Report 95-69. The Individuats vith Disabilites Education Act: Congressional

ntent, by (rame redacted. IDEA has undergone. severa esathorizations. including the most
continucd..)
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