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Summary

The U.S. Army is in the midst of an extensive overhaul of the organization of its forces. Although designed to make the Army more efficient in combat operations, the change to a "modular force" and the reallocation of functions between active and reserve forces also meet some of the criteria that have long been argued as necessary to enable the Army to better perform peacekeeping and related post-conflict operations, now generally referred to as stabilization or stability operations. Over the years, a number of different proposals have been advanced, some of which involve creating specialized forces that are dedicated, at least part time, to preparing for and deploying to such missions. The Army has long rejected proposals for dedicated peacekeeping forces as they would divert funds from combat resources and undermine the concept of a general purpose, "full-spectrum" force. Alternate proposals for augmenting personnel for such missions involve non-military options.
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Summary

“The U.S. Army isin the mids of n extensive overhaul of the organization of s
forces. Although designed to make the Acmy more effcient in combat operatons, the
change toa“modular force” and thereallocation of Functions between active andesérve
Torces also meet some of th crteia that have long been arged s necessiry to enable
the Army (o better perform peacekeeping und relaed post-conflict operations, now
‘seneraly referred 10 as stabilization or stability operations. Over the years, a number
of different proposals have been advanced. some of which involve creating specialized
forces that are dedicated. at least par trve, (0 prepasing for and deploying 10 such
missions. The Army has long rejected proposals for dedicated peacekeeping forces as
they would divert funds from comba resources and undermine the concept o  general
puspose, “ullspectrum” force. Alernate proposals fo augmenting personnel or such
missions involve non-miliary options.

In Noverber 2005, the Department of Defense stated for the first time that the
category of operaions that has variously been referrd to s tabilty operations
sabilization and reconstruction (S&R) operations, and peacekeeping operations is a“co
mission” of the United States miltary. This declaation, contained in DOD Directive
3000.05.siznals thatthe United Stats military should develop appropriate doctine, rsin

Peacekesping i ageneric trm that commony encompassesa range of sctivites undertaken n
postconflct operations. I arginally was o U term that meant providing a “inerpositional
force o supervise the keeping of acease-fieeor peace accordthat paris inconflct hd signed.
bt continued t be wsed s the range of actvies rew. Recenly. such opertions hsve beer
refered o by an Ay doctsnal tem “suabilty operatons” hat 5o encompasss the divrse
missions of operations in Afghanistan nd Iraq. Stabilty opertions nclude not anly the peace
operations (i peacekecping and peace enforcement, but aso relted missions such a5
Humanitaian and cvic s tance, CoUnEermors, counter-drug.and ouner-inurgency ic.
foreign internal defense) efforts™ Stability operatons re sometins refeed o Phase 1V oF
“post conflict” operation, alhough eoccurtencesof conflic are ohen possble. Another tem
ation and reconstruction’” operatons
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