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Summary

On May 18, 2006, the United States proposed a draft Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT) at the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in Geneva. The U.S. draft treaty, would enter into force with only the five established nuclear weapon states. It would ban new production of plutonium and highly enriched uranium for use in nuclear weapons for 15 years; could be extended only by consensus of the parties; would allow high-enriched uranium production for naval fuel; and contains no provisions for verification other than national technical means. The next step is for the CD to adopt a negotiating mandate, the prospects for which appear uncertain, given continued linkage by some states of FMCT negotiations with other disarmament talks. The CD meets again from July 31 to September 15. This report will be updated as necessary.
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Summary

O May 18, 2006, the Urited States proposeda draft Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
(EMCT) at the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in Geneva. The U.S. dral treaty.
would enter into force with only the five established nuclear weapon staes. 1t would
ban new production of pltonium and highly enriched uranium for use in nuclear
weapons for 15 years: could e extended only by consensus o the partes: would allow
iched uranium production for naval fuel; and contains no provisions for
verification other thun national technical means. The next step i for the CD o adopt

iating mandat, the prospects for which appear uncertain, given continued
e by some states of FMCT negoiations with other disarmament talks. The CD.

from July 31 to Septemsber 15. This report il be updated s necessary:

Background
Eiforts o conrolth producton of fsile material for nuclear weapons date back to
the 1046 Baruch Plan." As Cold War enmities soldifed, however. attempts o control
fisile material production for weapons were abandoned. “CutofT” negotiations n Ceneva
ot boost from President George HW. Bush's announcement in 1992 tha the United
er produced fissile material for nuclear weapy
1993 calforFissle Matral Cutof Trety (FMCT)cg

The Barach plan called for “complee managerial contel of he production of fssionable
matrias” aflr which manfsctue of stomic bombs could stop. Reprnted in Nuclear
Proliferaion Factboak. oint Conmite Prin, 99" Congress, 1*Sesion. August 1985
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