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Summary

Because existing international agreements relevant to broadcasting protections do not cover advancements in broadcasting technology that were not envisioned when they were concluded, in 1998 the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) decided to negotiate and draft a new treaty that would extend protection to new methods of broadcasting, but has yet to achieve consensus on a text. In recent years, a growing signal piracy problem has increased the urgency of concluding a new treaty, resulting in a decision to restrict the focus to signal-based protections for traditional broadcasting organizations and cablecasting. Consideration of controversial issues of webcasting (advocated by the United States) and simulcasting protections are postponed. However, much work remains to achieve a final proposed text as the basis for formal negotiations to conclude a treaty. Despite a concerted effort to conclude a treaty in 2007, in June 2007 the SCCR decided that more time and work were needed. A concluded treaty would not take effect for the United States unless Congress enacts implementing legislation and the United States ratifies the treaty with the advice and consent of the Senate. Noting that the United States is not a party to the 1961 Rome Convention, various stakeholders have argued that a new broadcasting treaty is not needed, that any new treaty should not inhibit technological innovation or consumer use, and that Congress should exercise greater oversight over U.S. participation in the negotiations.
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Summary

Because existing international greements relevant to brosdeasting protections do
ot cover advancerments i broadeastin technology that were notenvisioned when they
were concluded. in 1998 the Stunding Commitice on Copyright and Related Rights
(SCCR) ofthe World Intellctual Propety Organization (WIPO) decided t0 negotiate
‘and drafta new treaty that would extend protecton to new methods of broadcasting, but
has yet 0 achieve consensus on  ext. In ecent years, a gowing signal piracy problem
has increased the urgency of concluding a new treaty. resulting in 4 decision (0 restict
the focus to signal-based protections for traditional broadeasting organizations and
cablecasting. Consideration of controversial issues of webcasting (advocated by the
United States) and simulcasting protections are postponed. However, much work
remains to achieve a inalproposed text s the basi for formal negotiations o conclude
‘atreaty. Despite a concerted ffort 0 conclude  reaty in 2007, in June 2007 the SCCR
decided hat more time and work were needed. A concluded reaty would not ke effect
forthe United States unless Congress enacts implementing legislation and the
States atfies the traty with the advice

United Statesis not  arty to the 1961 Rome Convention, various stakeholders have
argued hat a new broadcasting treaty is not needed. tha any new treaty should not
inhibit technological innovation oF consumes use, and that Congress should exercise
sreater oversight over U.S. participation in the negotitions

Aspartof WIPO'sDigital Agenda, a WIPO Tratyonthe Protecti
Organiztions i envisioned o adapt brodcster' rights o the digtal er. B
industey adocate of the need for i ety observe that exising relvant

agtcements’ do not offer suffcicnt protction because advances i broadcasting
technology snd the parallel evolution o the industey are not covered by the terms of

* Rome Conseation fo the rotcction o Prformers. Podcersof Phonograms and Broadcasting
Organizaions (Rome Convention).the Trade. Related ntelcctual Poperty Rights Agreementof
he World Trade Organiztion (WTO TRIPS) and the Brusscls Convention Relaing 10 he
Distibution o Progsam-Canying Signsls Transmiid by Satellie (Brusels Convention).

Congrossional Research Sorvico <> The Library of Congross
Progarod or Members and Commilees of Congress.
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