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Summary

This report discusses the win by incumbent Ilkham Aliyev in Azerbaijan's October 15, 2008, presidential election. It describes the campaign and results, and examines implications for Azerbaijani and U.S. interests. This report will not be updated. Related reports include CRS Report RL33453, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, updated regularly.
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Azerbaijan’s October 2008 Presidential

Election: Outcome and Implications
name redacted
Specialist in Russian and Eurasian Affairs.
Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division

Summary

“This report discusses the win by incursbent Ikham Aliyev in Azerbaijan's October
15, 2008, presidential election. It descrbes the campaign and resuls, and exarmines.
implications for Azerbaijani and U.S. interess. Thiseport willnot be updated. Related
seports include CRS Report RLI34S3, Armenia, Azerbaiian, and Georgia, updated
regularly

Introduction

Afterachieving independence in 1991, Azerbaijan was convulsed by secessionism
by ts Nagomo Karabakly (NK) region, civil disorer, and a steep economic decline. In
recent years, however, the exploitation of ol and naural s resources has conteibuted (0
arapidly growing economy. despite rising infltion and reported corruption. Progress in

ruization has been slow, according (o the Organization for Secusity and

in Burope (OSCE) and other observers, who have judged that neither
presidential clections nor legisltive races have yet been “free and fuir” The United
Statesand others in the inemational community have supported democralization efforts
i Azerbajan. Atthe sme time, U.S. intersts have been served by Azerbaijan's support
forthe war on terrorism and it o and gas exports to Western markets.

I anicipation of the 200 presidntil race, changes o the eectoral ode were
approved by the legislature in June 2005. Some of the umendments had been
vecommended by the Veaice Conission, an advisory body of the Councl of Europe
However other Venice Commission ecommendations were not enscted,including on

on climinaing the dominance of government epresentatives on lection commissions.
o e June, Averbaian's Cental Elecoral Commisson (CEC) amnounced that media
campuigning would be prmitted for s ha one monthbefore the lection, whih rtics
e 0 shot e forcandidates o present hfe plafors Despite theseconcerns,

" Earopean Commission for Democracy Through Luw (Venice Commission). Join Inierim
Opinion on the Draft Amendiments tothe Electoral Code of the Republic of Acesbagian, Masch
15,2008,
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